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labour that you exploit the plantations equally of Demerara and Natal. It is
with Indian trained officers that you irrigate Egypt and dam the Nile. It is
with Indian forest officers that you tap the resources of Central Africa and Siam,
with Indian surveyors that you explore all the hidden places of the earth.
Unless we can persuade the millions of India that we give to them absolute
justice as between man and man, equality before the law, freedom from tyranny
and injustice and oppression, then your Empire will not touch the hearts and
will fade away.1
Sir George White generously acknowledged the services of the devoted
Prabhu Singh, who, at great risk, sat perched up on a tree within the
range of the Boer fire, and never once failed to give the warning of the
firing of the Boer guns from the Hill of Umbulwana during the siege of
Ladysmith. The Indian monument on the Observatory Hill in Johannes-
burg is also a testimony to the Indian contribution to the war in South
Africa. The British Indians in the Transvaal who belong to that race
are, in the humble opinion of my Association, entitled to some measure
of consideration, specially as to their vested rights and their right to earn
an honest livelihood in the Transvaal, with dignity and self-respect, and
without being perpetually reminded that the colour of their skin is a bar
to the ordinary civil liberty, as distinguished from the political, under
the British flag.
/ have the honour to remain,
Siry
Tour obedient servant,
CHAIRMAN
BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION
Indian Opinion, 3-9-1904
203. LETTER TO "THE STAR"*
COURT CHAMBERS,
JOHANNESBURG,
September 3, 1904
To
THE EDITOR
The Star
SIR,
I trust you will allow me to say a few words with reference to your
editorial on the representation of the British Indian Association. I am
afraid the most important point of the representation has been missed
by you, and, in my humble opinion, the publicists in the country would
1  The wording in this extract from Lord Curzon's Guildhall speech differed slightly from
that cited   earlier in   "India Makes the Empire", 20-8-1904. with which this has been
brought in line.       ;
2  This was reproduced in Indian Opinion under the title '^British   Indian Association:
A letter from Mr. Gandhi".